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THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OP 1J76. 
BIOGEAPHICAL SKETCHES OP ITS MEMBERS. 

BY WM. H. EGLE, M.D. 
(Continued from page 201.) 

Coats, William, of the county of Philadelphia, was a 
native of that county, and was born in 1721. He received a 
good education at the Friends' School. During the Provin- 
cial era Major Coats was one of the few officers from Phila- 
delphia in the military service. He was a delegate to the 
Provincial Conference of January 23, 1775 ; member of the 
Conference at Carpenters' Hall, June 28, 1775 ; one of the 
Committee of Inspection of Philadelphia, his district being 
the Northern Liberties; and of the Convention of July 15, 
1776. In 1775 he was chosen Major of the 1st Battalion of 
Philadelphia Associators, and during the winter of 1776-7 
was constantly in active service. On the 4th of January, 1777, 
he wrote from Bristol an account of the battle of Princeton. 
In 1777 he served as a member of the Assembly, but the 
tented field had more charms for him, and he again entered 
the service. He was captured by the British in the spring of 
1778, and confined in one of the rooms of the new jail in 
Philadelphia about two months, when he was released on 
parole, but was not exchanged until 1779, when he again 
acted against the enemy. In 1778 he was commissioned 
justice of the peace and common pleas for the township of 
Northern Liberties. In 1779 he was a member of the Assem- 
bly, and died while serving in that body, January 24, 1780. 
His wife, Martha, born Feb. 11, 1738, died July 17, 1795. 
Major Coats was one of the most indefatigable and gallant 
officers of the Revolution, and his name should have been 
perpetuated in his native city by the street named for him, 
but recently changed to Fairmount Avenue. The family 
name is now Coates. 
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Cook, Edward, of Westmoreland County, was born in 
1738, of English parentage, in the Cumberland Valley, on 
the Conecocheague, then in Lancaster, now Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania. In 1772 he removed to the "Forks of Yough" 
between the Monongahela and Youghiogheny rivers, now 
Fayette County, and between that date and 1776 built a stone 
house, yet standing, where he lived and died. When he first 
settled in the western part of the State he kept a store, farmed, 
had a still-house, and owned slaves. He was a member of 
the Committee of Conference which met at Carpenters' Hall, 
June 18, 1776, and of the Convention of July 15, 1776. In 
1777 he was appointed by the Geueral Assembly one of the 
Commissioners from this State to meet those from the other 
States, which assembled at New Haven, Conn., Nov. 22, 
1777, to regulate the prices of commodities. In 1781 he was 
in command of a battalion of rangers for frontier defence. 
He was sub-lieutenant of "Westmoreland County 1780-1, and 
lieutenant Jan. 5, 1782, which latter offi.ce he held at the time 
of the erection of Fayette County in 1783. On November 
21, 1786, Colonel Cook was appointed a justice with jurisdic- 
tion including the county of Washington, and August 7, 
1791, associate judge of Fayette County. He was a man of 
influence, and during the Excise troubles in 1794 was chosen 
chairman of the Mingo Creek meeting, and was largely in- 
strumental in allaying the excitement, and thus virtually end- 
ing the so-called Whiskey Insurrection. Col. Cook died on 
the 28th day of November, 1808. His wife was Martha 
Crawford of Cumberland, now Franklin County, sister of 
Col. Josiah Crawford. She died in 1837, aged ninety-four 
years, in the old stone house into which they moved, as she 
always said, in "Independence Year." Col. Cook had but 
one child, James Crawford Cook, who was born in 1772, and 
died in 1848. 

Cooke, William, of Northumberland County, was a native 
of Donegal Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He 
was elected the first sheriff of Northumberland Oct. 1772. 
He was a member of the Committee of Safety for Northum- 
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berland, February 8, 1776 ; of the Provincial Conference of 
June 18, 1776 ; and of the Convention of July 15, 1776. On 
the last day of the session of the latter body he was chosen 
and recommended as Colonel of the battalion to be raised in 
the counties of Northampton and Northumberland. This 
became the 12th regiment of the Pennsylvania Line, and, 
being composed of riflemen, was employed upon picket duty, 
and covered the front of Gen. Washington's army during the 
year 1777, while detachments were sent from it to Gen. Gates, 
materially assisting in the capture of Burgoyne. It was so 
badly cut up at Brandywine and Germantown that it was 
disbanded, and Col. Cooke mustered out of service. In 1781 
and 1782 he was chosen to the General Assembly ; appointed 
one of the justices Oct. 3, 1786 ; and Jan. 16, 1796, an associate 
judge for Northumberland County. Col. Cooke died in April, 
1804. 

Coulter, Thomas, of Bedford County, resided in what was 
formerly Cumberland Valley Township, Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania, prior to the year 1760. He was one of the 
Provincial Magistrates in 1774; member of the Convention 
of July 15, 1776 ; sheriff of Bedford County Oct. 28, 1778 ; 
one of the associate justices of the Court of Common Pleas 
Dec. 24, 1785; and justice of the peace August 31, 1791, 
serving until his decease, June 18, 1800. He was the ancestor 
of Chief Justice Coulter of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Crawford, James, of Northumberland County, was a native 
of Hanover Township, Lancaster, now Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania. He located on Pine Creek as early as 1770. 
He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776. On 
the 8th of October following he was commissioned Major of 
the 12th Pennsylvania, Col. Cooke's regiment, serving until 
its disbandonment in 1778. The year following, 1779, he was 
elected sheriff of Northumberland County. 

Crazart, Francis, of York County, was a native of New 
Jersey. His parents emigrated from Holland, and settled in 
Vol. hi.— 22 
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that State, but subsequently removed to York, now Adams 
County, locating near Hunterstown. Mr. Crazart was a 
member of the Committee of Correspondence for York County 
in 1775, and a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776. 
He was not present at the close of the labors of that body, 
from the fact that his services were required at home in assist- 
ing the sending forward of the militia to the Jerseys. On 
the 2d of May, 1777, he was appointed by the Pennsylvania 
Board of War, one of the commissioners for York County, to 
collect blankets for the use of the Continental troops. Mr. 
Crazart died at Hunterstown and is there buried, but the 
date is not known. He left several children, one of whom, 
David, was a member of the Legislature a number of years. A 
daughter married Thomas Burd Coleman. A granddaughter 
is the wife of Samuel Small, of York. The name Crazart has 
been superseded by that of Cassat. 

Cunningham, Samuel, of Chester County, was a native of 
Nantmeal Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania, born 
about 1737. He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776, and of the General Assembly in 1776 and 1777. He 
was appointed collector of excise November 27, 1778, and 
justice of the peace August 26, 1791. The will of Samuel 
Cunningham, Esq. of East Cain, who was " aged and infirm" 
was dated December 27, 1802, and proved August 12, 1806, 
with codicils dated June 3, 1803, and February 18, 1804. 
From this memoranda it would appear that he died in the 
first week of August, 1806. 

Donaldson, Joseph, of York County, was a native of the 
Province of Maryland, born August 16, 1742. He located in 
what were termed the " York Barrens " ; was an active and 
energetic Whig, and formed one of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence for the county, to succor the Bostonians at the time 
of the going into effect ot the " Port Bill." He was a dele- 
gate to the Provincial Deputies which met July 15, 1774 ; 
justice of the peace from 1774 to 1776 ; member of the Pro- 
vincial Conference of January 23, 1775 ; and member of the 
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Convention of July 15, 1776. He was major of the 1st Bat- 
talion of the Associators of York County, July, 1775, and 
was in service in the Jerseys during the campaign of the year 
following. On the 8th of November, 1777, he was appointed 
one of the commissioners to collect clothing for the Conti- 
nental Army. Major Donaldson died at York about 1790. 

Dbiesbach, Simon, of Northampton County, a native of 
Witgenstein, Germany, was born February 18, 1730. He 
came to America about 1754, and settled on a large farm 
in what is Lehigb Township, Northampton County. He 
was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776 ; member 
of the Assembly from 1776 to 1780 ; one of the commissioners 
for Northampton County appointed by the Pennsylvania War 
office to collect blankets for the use of the Continental troops, 
May 2, 1777 ; and member of the Council of Censors, October 
20, 1783. During the progress of the Revolution, Mr. Dries- 
bach rendered efficient service in organizing and maintain- 
ing the militia of the county for general and frontier defence, 
two of his sons being in the army. He was a member of the 
House of Eepresentatives for the session of 1793-4. He died 
on his farm near the present town of Weaversville, North- 
ampton County, December 17, 1806. 

Duffield, William, of Cumberland County, was born in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, November 24, 1731. He was 
the grandson of Benjamin Duffield who came with the West 
Jersey settlers in 1678. About 1760 William Duffield settled 
on a farm in Cumberland Valley. In 1763 and 1764 he was 
in the Provincial service under Colonel Bouquet for the de- 
fence of the frontiers. He was a member of the Convention 
of July 15, 1776, and served in the Assembly during that and 
the following year. He died on his farm near Mercersburg, 
Franklin County, in January, 1799. Some of his descendants 
remain near the ancestral home. 

Eckbrt, Valentine, of Berks County, was born in Longa- 
"elva, Kingdom of Hanover, in 1733. He came to America 
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with his parents in 1740, who settled near Womelsdorf, Berks 
County, in the valley of the Tulpehocken, and was naturalized 
in Septemher, 1761. He was a member of the Provincial 
Conference of June 18, 1776 ; of the Convention of July 15, 
1776 ; and a member of the Assembly during that year as 
also in 1779. He commanded a company of cavalry associa- 
tors at the battle of Germantown, where he was wounded. 
He was appointed sub-lieutenant of the county March 21, 
1777, serving until his appointment as lieutenant of the county, 
January 6, 1781. He was one of the commissioners for the 
purchase of provisions for the army in 1778 ; and appointed 
one of the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, August 4, 
1784. He was commissioned Brigade Inspector of Berks 
County April 11, 1793, an office which he filled for twenty 
years. About the year 1816, Colonel Eckert removed to Vir- 
ginia. He died at Winchester in that State, December, 1821, 
in his 88th year. 

Edgar, James, of York County, was a native of that county, 
of Scotch-Irish ancestry, born November 15, 1744. His 
father subsequently removed to North Carolina, but young 
Edgar remained on his farm until the outset of the Revolu- 
tion. By the Committee of York County, he was chosen a 
member of the Provincial Conference of June 18, 1776 ; and 
elected by the people to the Convention of July 15, following. 
He was a member of the Assembly 1776-7 fromYork County; 
of the Provincial Council of Safety from October 17 to De- 
cember 4, 1777, when he took his seat in the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council, an office he filled acceptably until February 13, 
1779. In the autumn of this year he removed to "Washing- 
ton County, and upon the organization thereof was appointed 
one of the justices July 15, 1781, and served in the Supreme 
Executive Council from November 30, 1781, to December 4, 
1782. He was a member of the Council of Censors, November 
20, 1783, and chosen to the Assembly in 1785, having pre- 
viously served in that body in 1781. He represented his 
county in the Pennsylvania Convention of November 20, 
1787, to consider the proposed constitution for the govern- 
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ment of the United States. He was appointed by Governor 
Mifflin one of the associate judges of the courts of Washing- 
ton County, August 19, 1791, serving therein until his death. 
Judge Edgar was prominent in the so-called Whiskey Insur- 
rection of 1794, on the side of law and obedience thereto ; 
and when the troops marched to quell the disturbance, he 
was appointed a member of the Committee of Conference to 
confer with the Commissioners of the United States, and the 
State of Pennsylvania, relative to a prompt return to State 
and National allegiance. Judge Edgar was a leading spirit 
in the Presbyterian Church with which he connected himself 
at the age of 16. For many years he was a ruling elder in 
the church, and was nine times a member of Old Redstone 
Presbytery. Bracken ridge, in his " History of the Western 
Insurrection," states that he was " a kind of Rabbi in the 
Presbyterian Churches in the Western country." Rev. Dr. 
Carnahan gives this estimate of his character — " he had a 
good English education, had improved his mind by reading 
and reflection ; so that in theological and political knowledge 
he was superior to many professional men ... he pos- 
sessed an eloquence which, although not polished, was con- 
vincing and persuasive." Judge Edgar died on his farm, on 
the 1st of January, 1806. 

Elliott, Benjamin, of Bedford County, was born in Cum- 
berland now Franklin County, Pennsylvania, in 1752, and 
settled at the town of Huntingdon prior to the Revolution. 
He was chosen a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, 
and served as a member of the Assembly during that and the 
following year as one of the representatives for Bedford 
County. He was commissioned sheriff of that county, Octo- 
ber 31, 1785, and of Huntingdon October 22, 1787, after its 
erection from Bedford ; member of the Convention of Penn- 
sylvania to consider the Federal Constitution, November 20, 
1787 ; appointed county lieutenant on the 23d of the same 
month, and in April, 1789, in conjunction with Matthew 
Taylor of Bedford and James Harris of Cumberland, ap- 
pointed to run and mark the boundary lines of Huntingdon 



326 The Constitutional Convention of 1776. 

County. He served as treasurer of the county in 1789 and 
again in 1799 ; was admitted a member of the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive Council, December 29, 1789, and member of the Board 
of Property, August 3, 1790. On the 17th of August, 1791, 
he was commissioned one of the associate judges for Hunt- 
ingdon County. He had previously held the office of justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas under the constitution of 
1776. He was the first chief burgess elected in the borough 
of Huntingdon after its incorporation in 1796. He was 
appointed brigadier-general of the militia, 1797, and in 1800 
elected County Commissioner. Judge Elliott died at Hunt- 
ingdon, March 13, 1835, aged 83 years, and lies interred 
in the cemetery in that borough. He married, First, Mary 
Carpenter of Lancaster County, and had issue: — Martha mar- 
ried David McMurtrie, Mary married Robert Allison, and 
James, who became a member of the bar and died unmarried ; 
Second, Sarah, sister of Colonel George Ashman of Three 
Springs, and had issue : — Meanor married "William Orbison, 
Harriet married Jacob Miller, and Matilda married Dr. James 
Stewart of Indiana, Pennsylvania ; Third, Susan, daughter of 
Abraham Haines, and had issue : — Patience married Calvin 
Blythe, Benjamin, Louisa married Dr. "William Yeager, and 
John. Benjamin and John settled near Newark, Ohio, and 
died there. Judge Elliott was an active and influential citi- 
zen. He owned a large amount of real estate in the county 
and elsewhere, and besides holding the official positions enu- 
merated, carried on the mercantile business in the borough of 
Huntingdon, and farming on his lands in the vicinity of that 
place. 

Fleming, John, of Chester County, was a grandson of 
"William and Mary (Moore) Fleming, who settled in East Cain 
now Valley Township, Chester County, about 1715, previously 
of Bethel, now Delaware County. The family possessions 
were at first on the east side of Brandywine, at or near the 
present Coatesville, but they subsequently became owners of 
large tracts on the west side of the creek in Sadsbury and 
"West Cain townships. Mr. Fleming was born in 1731 ; waa 
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an officer in the Provincial service ; member of the Conven- 
tion of July 15, 1776, and in 1778 one of the representatives 
from Chester County in the General Assembly. He was one 
of the patentees of the land belonging to Octorara Church, of 
which he was an elder as early as 1762. He died Septem- 
ber 2, 1814, and is buried in the graveyard attached to that 
church. Mr. Fleming was the owner of large tracts of land 
on the West Branch on which his children located during the 
Revolutionary period. He was the ancestor of John Flem- 
ing, who was for many years an associate judge of Lycom- 
ing County, and of General Eobert Fleming of "Williams- 
port, a leading lawyer serving in the Senate from that district, 
and a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1838. 

Franklin, Benjamin, of the city of Philadelphia, the son 
of Josiah Franklin and Mary Folger, was born at Boston, 
Mass., January 17, 1706. Apprenticed to his brother James 
as a printer, after a few years, owing to a disagreement, he 
left home and established himself in Philadelphia. He 
worked as a journeyman printer in London in 1725, but re- 
turned the next year to Pennsylvania, subsequently becoming 
editor and proprietor of the Penn'a Gazette, and publisher of 
Poor Richard's Almanac, and other publications. In 1731 
he assisted in founding the Philadelphia Library ; became 
clerk to the Assembly in 1736 ; postmaster of Philadelphia 
in 1737 ; and in 1753 was deputy postmaster-general of the 
British Colonies. On Oct. 4, 1748, he was chosen one of the 
Common Councilmen of the City of Philadelphia ; and on 
Oct. 1, 1751, Alderman. In 1752 he made the discovery of the 
identity of lightning with the electric fluid. In 1754, as a . 
Commissioner from Penn'a to the Albany Congress, he pre- 
pared the plan of Union for the common defence adopted by 
that body. During the French and Indian wars he was com- 
missioned a Colonel in the Provincial service, and in 1755 
superintended the furnishing of transportation for the sup- 
plies of Braddock's army. Under his direction most of the 
frontier forts between the Delaware and Susquehanna were 
erected. He served as a member of the Assembly from 1751 
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to 1763, the latter year being Speaker; from 1757 to 1762, 
and again from 1765 to 1775 he was the agent of the Province 
to Great Britain, spending most of his time in England, and 
while there aided in securing the repeal of the obnoxious Stamp 
Act. In 1762 the Universities of Oxford and Edinburgh 
conferred on him for his scientific discoveries the degree of 
LL.D., he having been previously honored with a membership 
in the Royal Society, and by being the recipient of the Copley 
gold medal. From 1773 to 1775 he was again elected to the 
Assembly. Returning to Philadelphia in the spring of 1775 
he was chosen member of the Continental Congress. He was 
a member of the Provincial Conference at Carpenters' Hall 
June 18, 1775, and of the Committee of Safety from June 30, 
1775, to July 22, 1776. While in Congress he was one of the 
Committee to prepare, as he was also a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. He was a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of July 15, 1776, and chosen its President. From 
the close of 1776 to September, 1785, he was the American 
Ambassador to France, and secured the treaty of alliance with 
that country, signed February 6, 1778, which greatly assisted 
in securing the independence of the Colonies. He took a 
prominent part in negotiating the preliminary treaty of peace 
with England, which was signed at Paris, Nov. 30, 1782, and 
with Adams and Jay signed that at Ghent, Sept. 3, 1783. 
He was President of Pennsylvania from October 17, 1785, to 
November 5, 1788, declining on account of his advanced years 
to continue in office. In May, 1787, he was a delegate to the 
Convention which framed the Constitution of the United 
States. He died in the city of Philadelphia April 17, 1790. 
Franklin married in 1730 Deborah Reed, of Philadelphia. 
They had one daughter, Sarah, who married Richard Bache. 
Franklin left an interesting autobiography, and was the an- 
thor of a large number of political works. His son, William 
Franklin, was the last Royal Governor of New Jersey. 

Galbkaith. Baetbem of Lancaster County, the eldest son 
of James Galbraith, Jr., and Elizabeth Bartrem (daughter of 
the Rev. William Bartrem, Pastor of Derry), was born in 
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Donegal Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Septem- 
ber 24, 1738. He was of Scotch-Irish origin, and brought up 
as a surveyor. During the French and Indian wars, Colonel 
Galbraith served as an officer in a company of rangers formed 
for the protection of the frontiers. From 1760 to 1775, acting 
in his professional capacity, he surveyed the greater portion 
of the lands located in the present counties of Dauphin, Perry, 
and Juniata. He was a member of the Provincial Convention 
of January 23, 1775 ; delegate to the Provincial Conference 
of June 18, 1776, and member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776. During that year was elected colonel of one of the 
Lancaster County battalions of associators, and was on duty 
in the Jerseys during the greater portion of that year, serv- 
ing also as a member of the Assembly 1776-1777. On June 
3, 1777, he was appointed county lieutenant ; November 8, 
one of the commissioners to collect clothing for the army ; 
and December 16, appointed by the Assembly to take sub- 
scriptions for the Continental Loan. He acted as one of the 
commissioners which met at New Haven, Conn., November 
22, 1777, to regulate the prices of commodities in the States. 
After four years of excessive and exhaustive labor, Colonel 
Galbraith was compelled to resign the office of county lieu- 
tenant, but remained in service as an officer of the militia 
until the restoration of peace. In 1789 he was appointed 
one of the commissioners to view the Juniata and Susque- 
hanna, and mark the places where locks or canals were neces. 
sary to render these streams navigable. He was appointed 
deputy surveyor November 4, 1791, and while acting as such 
took up large tracts in Lykens Valley, but dying before 
patents were issued to him, his heirs lost them all in the 
numberless litigations which ensued. "While on a visit to 
his brother Andrew Galbraith, in Cumberland County, who 
was seriously ill at the time, Colonel Galbraith suddenly died 
March 9, 1804. He was buried in Donegal churchyard. 
Colonel Galbraith married Ann, daughter of Josiah Scott of 
Donegal. She died June 29, 1793, aged 51 years, leaving a 
large family. 
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Gray, Neigal, of Northampton County, was one of the 
earliest residents of the " Irish Settlement," so called, in 
Allen Township, that county. He located where Howertown, 
Northampton County, now stands. He was a member of the 
Provincial Conference of June 18, 1776, and of the Conven- 
tion of 15th July following. He was colonel of one of the 
Northampton County battalions of associators ; subsequently 
entered the Pennsylvania Line, and rose to be lieutenant- 
colonel of the 12th Regiment. After the Revolution, he re- 
moved to Buffalo Valley and died there in the year 1786. 

Griek, John, of Bucks County, the eldest son of Nathan 
and Agnes Grier, early immigrants from Ireland, who set- 
tled in Plumstead, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, was born in 
the year 1744. Brought up as a farmer, he nevertheless re- 
ceived a good classical education. Two of his brothers, James 
and Nathan, became able and prominent Presbyterian minis- 
ters, and Mr. Grier was for many years a trustee of Old 
Neshaminy Church. "With the exception of being a member 
of the Convention of July 15, 1776, he never would accept a 
public office. During the War of the Revolution he was an 
active "Whig, assisting in the organization of the associators 
and other troops. He died on the 11th of June, 1814, and was 
buried in Neshaminy Church graveyard. Mr. Grier married 
Jane daughter of Captain John Hays of the "Irish Settle- 
ment," by whom he had ten children, among whom were the 
Reverend Matthew B. Grier, DJX, of Philadelphia, and 
Reverend John Hays Grier of Jersey Shore. 



